September 2008

Dear Parent/Guardian,

The Barren County School District reached ten of thirteen goals set by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  Though that is a 77% success rate, NCLB requires the district to notify you that it did not meet all thirteen goals and must make improvements to its Adequately Yearly Progress, or AYP.  The NCLB report shows the targets the district must make for adequate yearly progress.  Under the federal law, a district that does not meet adequate yearly progress for two years in a row is identified for improvement.  This is the third year of improvement for our district.  The two areas in which we must show improvement are special education math and reading.  The complete NCLB Report is available on the KDE website at http://www.education.ky.gov/  under NCLB Reports on the Quick Links, or you may receive a copy of the report by calling the district’s Department of Instruction at 270-651-3787.  

As part of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, states must use academic assessments and other indicators to annually review the progress of each district to determine whether the district makes adequate yearly progress (AYP) in reading and mathematics.   Kentucky uses our Commonwealth Accountability Testing System (CATS) data to meet the federal requirements.  

When a district is identified for improvement, it is required to revise its comprehensive district improvement plan, which Barren County has already started.  The purpose of the plan is to improve student achievement throughout the district.  Therefore the plan, overall, must identify actions that have the greatest likelihood of accomplishing this goal.  Again, though we have a 77% success rate and have reached ten out of thirteen goals, we are focusing on those areas in which we need to improve.  The plan must include strategies to promote effective parental involvement in the schools served by the district.  You are encouraged to become involved in your child’s school and become an active partner with teachers and school and district administration in educating your children.  The principal at your child’s school will be glad to provide you with more information on ways to be involved.
Now for the good news –Barren County 2008 seniors made history on this year’s ACT exam and the entire junior class did well on the first ever statewide administration of the ACT.  More BCHS students passed the extremely difficult and challenged Advanced Placement exams than anytime before. All six elementary schools broken the 100 mark on the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System assessments in at least one or more content areas, and all our schools are considered either progressing or meeting goal.
If you have any questions about what Barren County schools are doing to improve teaching and learning in every school, please contact our Office of Instruction at 651-3787 or visit or web site at www.barrenschools.com
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