Dear Parent/Guardian,

Each year we report the academic progress of the Barren County School District to our stakeholders.  For the 2009-2010 school year I am proud to say that our district is once again exhibiting strong performance by our students on a number of different assessments on academic achievement. For example, on a national exam, the Iowa Test of Basic Skills, our elementary schools and middle school scored above state and national averages in all reported subject areas.  This is just one of many measures where our schools exhibited exemplary performance. According to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 2001 (ESEA), better known as the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), each school district across the nation is charged with informing parents each year as to the current standing of the district in terms of meeting Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) as defined by the act. For the school year 2009-2010 the Barren County School District was considered to have not met AYP based on performance of specific sub-group populations involving a very limited number of students.  It should be noted that these measures include only the math and reading exams from the state tests for these small groups of students. However, in addition to the Iowa test, the Barren County performed above state and/or national averages on the ACT-PLAN-EXPLORE exams and on the college and career readiness measures.  In addition to this exemplary performance, Barren County High School is a leader in the state for Advanced Placement classes and pass rates. Barren County Middle School offers up to six classes for high school credits and continually provides innovative class options to students. So, as you can see, overall, we have every reason to be extremely proud of the academic success of the Barren County School District and we welcome inquires into our progress.

 

Sincerely,

 

Dr. Jerry Ralston

Supt. Barren County Schools

